Writing A Series of Opinion Paragraphs
A.K.A. The Essay Cont...

Students please log on to the ° °

Literacy @ Markville Winter Literacy Blitz #2B
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Classroom

Join Code: mzbi4cr

See the Literacy @
Markville Google
Classroom “Classwork”
section for more examples
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Target:
- Write an effective series of paragraphs supporting an

opinion.
- ldentify ways to improve our writing.

Focus Question:
- How can | best express my opinion on a topic and
convince someone | am right?
- How can | improve my essay writing based on the
criteria presented in the OSSLT rubrics?







It is testing these 3 skills:

1.Can you develop a main
idea (opinion) with
sufficient supporting
details?

2. Can you organize
information and ideas in a
clear manner??

3. Can you use proper
grammar, spelling, and

punctuation?

Section VII: Writing

Writing a Series of Paragraphs

| 1 QRS Wrse 3 senes of (5} of theee) exp ng an Opteson

on the topic belowe Develop your paain sdea with supporting details
(proof. facts, examples. e ).

Parpose and

Audience:  an aduk who is interested in your opimsen

Tophe: Should the sale of “junk foods™ be bammed from Outanio secondary
schools?

Length: The hined space peovided for your wnttes work dicates the sppeotimate
leagth of the wnting expected.

Rough Notes

Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you wrile in this spece will be scored.

Continue wiiling your opinion piece on the next page.
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Section VI: Writing

Writing a Series of Paragraphs

Hl| Task: Write a minimum of three paragraphs expressing an opinion on the
topic below. Develop your main idea with supporting details (proof. facts,
examples, etc.).

Purpose and
Audience:  an adult who is interested in your opinion

Length: The lined space provided for your written work indicates the approximate
length of the writing expected.

Topic: Is participation in extracurricular activities an important part of
secondary school Life?

Write your series of paragraphs on the lines provided on the following two pages.

Rough Notes
Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.
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Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test Section VI: Writing

Is participation in extracurricular activities an important part of secondary school life?




What You Need To Know About
Writing the OSSLT Opinion Essay

Requirements for an OSSLT Opinion Essay:
1. The question will ask you for your opinion about an issue relevant to teenagers.

2. The report must be written in the style of an OSSLT Opinion Essay:
a. The instructions will ask for a minimum of three paragraphs. You should plan to
write FIVE paragraphs: an introduction paragraph, three body paragraphs, and a
concluding paragraph.

b. The introduction paragraph explains your answer to the question. Pick ONE side.
Identify three reasons why your answer to the question is correct.

c. Each of the three body paragraphs explains one of your reasons why your answer
to the question is correct. You might use an anecdote, an example, a comparison,
or a series of details to explain why your answer is correct.

d. Your opinion must be based on reasonable facts, but you can make up the details
you write about. Your writing skills are being evaluated, not your knowledge of
the topic.

e. The fifth (final) paragraph concludes your essay by restating your opinion and
summarizing why your answer is correct.

f. The response is written in the first person with a formal, decisive, stong voice.

3. The essay should fill the space provided (two pages).







Student Activity Part 1
- Writing a “Series of
Opinion Paragraphs”

Handouts are provided for this activity




For this activity, the students may choose one of two topics to write their essay on:
“Is participating in extracurricular activities an important part of secondary school life?”

OR
“‘Are cellphones necessary in teenagers’ lives?”

Samples for the first question are presented on slides 13 and 14 of this presentation.

1.  Use the rough notes section to plan the essay.
- When planning, decide which side allows you to present a stronger argument.
- If you aren't sure, brainstorm - list possible “yes” and “no” ideas.

2. Practice writing a series of paragraphs (an essay) from start to finish on the handouts
provided.

Remember to use the rough notes area to brainstorm your ideas THEN write their essay,
filling both pages provided.

Handouts for both Essay Questions are provided - Take both but choose one to write in 1o
class today.



Student Activity Part 2
- Evaluating a “Series of
Opinion Paragraphs”

Handouts are provided for this activity



Self Assessment:

3.
a) As aclass, look at the Code 50 & Code 60 Exemplars on slides 13 & 14.

These are considered “high-level” responses
NOTE: EQAO has not released exemplars for the topic: “Are cellphones necessary in
teenagers'’ lives;” however, students can read over the samples provided and

examine feedback as a guide for reading either response from their classmate.

b) Consider the exemplars and use the checklist while assessing your essay.
Complete the “Checklist for Writing a Series of Paragraphs Expressing an Opinion”.

a) Discuss your assessment with a partner and have your partner share their ideas on
your essay with you.
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Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development
Section VI Opinion Question 1

50

Opinion
Topic Development
Code 50

activitios an Important part of secondary school life?

Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development
Section VI Opinion Question 1

Annotation:

A clear and consistent opinion (Participation in extracurricular activities are not an important part of
secondary school life) is developed with sufficient specific supporting details {(everyone lelis you youll
get to meet so many people when in reality you probably already know most of them, it could be very
costly, they don't really help your grades). Reasons are developed with specific examples and
explanations (meet people thru friends, uniform, insurance, equiprment, have to miss school).

The organization is logical. There is an introduction, body and conclusion.




Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development

Section VI Opinion Question 1

Opinion
Topic Development

Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development

Section VI Opinion Question 1

Annotation:

A clear and consistent opinion is developed with sufficient specific supporting details that are
thoughtfully chosen (expand their social groups, develop positive personality traits,).

Reasons are developed with examples and explanations (more understanding occurs, teamworik,
determination, optimism).

The organization is coherent and demonstrates a thoughtful progression of ideas. The third body
paragraph is linked to the first body paragraph {Because teenagers use cellphonss to contact friends
in the first place).

The conclusion returns to the question of need emphasized in the introduction and threaded
throughout the response.
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Checklist for Writing a
Series of Paragraphs
Expressing an Opinion

Reading:
Thave...
O Demonstrated an understanding of the topic

Planning:
Thave...
a Planned my response using rough notes

Writing:

Used complete sentences

Written a minimum of three separate paragraphs

Used transitions to limk my ideas

Conveyed an effective tone through word choice and level of language
Created a beginning (infroduction), middle (body), and end (conchusion) that flow using
connecting words

Written an effective body paragraph(s) that includes a topic sentence and supporting
details

Used a consistent verb tense

Wiitten a response that is related to the assigned prompt and expresses and supports a
consistent opinion

Developed a clear and thoughtful opinion

Provided sufficient specific and relevant supporting details

Organized my response in a logical and coherent manner

Checked my grammar. spelling. and punctuation

Created a response that will appeal to my audience and meet the required purpose

Created by A. Daniel




Thanks!

Please email or see Ms. Wilson in the Library
for questions?

michelle.e.wilson@gapps.yrdsb.ca




