
See the Literacy @ 
Markville Google 
Classroom “Classwork” 
section for more examples 
and practice activities. 

Students please log on to the 
Literacy @ Markville 
Secondary School Google 
Classroom  
 Join Code:     mzbi4cr



Target:
- Write an effective series of paragraphs supporting an 

opinion.

- Identify ways to improve our writing.

Focus Question: 
- How can I best express my opinion on a topic and 

convince someone I am right?
- How can I improve my essay writing based on the 

criteria presented in the OSSLT rubrics?





It is testing these 3 skills: 

1. Can you develop a main 
idea (opinion) with 
sufficient supporting 
details? 

2. Can you organize 
information and ideas in a 
clear manner?

3. Can you use proper 
grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation? 

“Series of Opinion Paragraphs” 



yes no

Brainstorm your ideas 
in the rough notes area 
before you begin to 
write your essay.

Remember before 
writing 
choose only one side 
to argue… no fence 
sitting.
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Student Activity Part 1  - Writing a “Series of Opinion Paragraphs”

For this activity, the students may choose one of two topics to write their essay on:
 “Is participating in extracurricular activities an important part of secondary school life?” 
OR
“Are cellphones necessary in teenagers’ lives?” 

Samples for the first question are presented on slides 13 and 14 of this presentation.
1. Use the rough notes section to plan the essay. 

     -    When planning, decide which side allows you to present a stronger argument.
     -    If you aren’t sure, brainstorm - list possible “yes” and “no” ideas.

2. Practice writing a series of paragraphs (an essay) from start to finish on the handouts 
provided. 
 

Remember to use the rough notes area to brainstorm your ideas THEN write their essay, 
filling both pages provided.

Handouts for both Essay Questions are provided - Take both but choose one to write in 
class today. 
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Student Activity Part 2  - Evaluating a “Series of Opinion Paragraphs”

Self Assessment: 
3.  
a) As a class, look at the Code 50 & Code 60 Exemplars on slides 13 & 14.

These are considered “high-level” responses 

NOTE: EQAO has not released exemplars for the topic: “Are cellphones necessary in 
              teenagers’ lives;” however, students can read over the samples provided and 
              examine feedback as a guide for reading either response from their classmate.

b) Consider the exemplars and use the checklist while assessing your essay. 
Complete the “Checklist for Writing a Series of Paragraphs Expressing an Opinion”.

a) Discuss your assessment with a partner and have your partner share their ideas on 
your essay with you.  










